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Covenant’s Drive Through Vaccine Clinics a Success 

 

Covenant Presbyterian Church, partnering with the Durham County Health Department, the 

Old North State Medical Society, the Durham Academy of Medicine, Dentistry, & Pharmacy, and the 

Community Health Coalition, formed a team to host a COVID-19 Drive-Thru Vaccine Clinic at the 

church on 2620 Weaver Street to deliver 300 Pfizer vaccine dosages to recipients in the Durham 

community.  

The clinics were held on Saturday, March 20, 2021, and Saturday, April 10, 2021. In addition, 

six Johnson and Johnson vaccinations were given on April 10, 2021. This vaccine clinic was held un-

der the leadership of Dr. Mary Braithwaite and Dr. Carmen Beamon. 

It has been significantly documented that African American churches more successfully deliv-

ered the COVID-19 vaccination and booster shots to black populations during this recent pandemic. 

Many of these churches have sought to be involved in bringing the clinics to their neighborhoods of 

black populations to increase the number of individuals vaccinated.  

While it is recognized that traditional settings such as hospitals, medical centers, health de-

partments, health clinics, etc. have long been health resources for delivery of health services, there 

are also documented barriers to accessing these services that include lack of transportation, inade-

quate access to technology, and lack of trust in the deliverer of those services among African Ameri-

cans. Besides, the idea of developing community partners for delivering these health activities has 

proven to be a successful model for recruitment and trust in African American communities.  

Rev. Lakesha Bradshaw-Easter, pastor, and Covenant members were instrumental in making 

this a successful event. The support team from Covenant included trustees and 17 church volunteers 

that served as registrar workers, registrar runners, data entry individuals, Project THESES survey 

administrators, nutrition purveyors, evangelism members, and administrative support staff. Men’s 

Council members delivered COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic flyers to the Cornwallis Housing Community.  

Some church members came to be vaccinated and also volunteered.   

Both vaccine clinics began at 1 p.m. but the parking lot quickly filled beginning at 12:30 p.m. 

with recipients waiting to be vaccinated. Positive comments came from many relating to how well the 

two events were organized. One specific comment came from an individual from eastern North Caro-

lina who wanted to be vaccinated, but also wanted to see how to get an event like this organized in 

her community. She observed a lot and stated that she was ready to go back to her hometown and 

replicate this event. Folks, that is what community organization is all about.  

While things worked well for the organizers and volunteers, one cannot forget why this vaccine clinic 

was so important and so necessary. Anyone who keeps up with  
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the data relating to COVID-19 vaccinations cannot forget what the data are telling -- that black 

and brown populations still lag behind the general population when it comes to being vaccinated. At 

the time of the clinics, data on North Carolina adults that are vaccinated against COVID-19 indicated 

that Black or African Americans have 15.7%  vaccinated, but are 23.1% of the population and Latino 

individuals have 4.2%  vaccinated and are 9.8% of the population.   

A survey that was administered to participants of the Drive-Thru COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic 

revealed that 86.21 % felt that the Black churches remained a strong voice in the community and 

65.52% felt that black churches should collaborate with organizations to improve access to health re-

sources. In addition, 67.24% felt that Black churches should be more vocal about systemic racism re-

lating to the justice system, the economic system, healthcare, and education. Some of the responses 

to the survey were:   

I live in the community. I trust local churches. 

I have attended Covenant in the past and felt it would be safe. It’s also close to my home. 

The first place I could get in and I trust the church.  

I felt that they are looking out for our community. 

It was easily accessible and easier to get an appointment and I liked that it was a drive thru.  

That’s what was available, but it was a very welcoming experience. 
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